XXX

Tantra totals 141. These names do not all agree, and
Dr. Schrader with admirable patience compiled from the
lists one of 215 different names, though he admits many
of these may be duplicates. Tradition says there are 108
Samhitas, just as there are 108 authentic Upanishads,

These are not all held of equal authority or inspira-
tion : The Is'vara-samhifa itself considers the best to
be the Safvata, the Pauskara and the Jaya Samhitas.
The Padma Tantra prefers the Padma, Sanatkumara,
Paramo^ Padmodbhava^ Mahendra and  Kanva
Samhitas; the Bengal Vaishnava, Nishikanta Sanyal,
chooses the Hayasirsha^ Prahlada and Narada as the
three chief and best Pancharatras. Though Dr. Schrader
does not give us the evidences on which he came to his
conclusion, he suggests that the ' oldest' are the Pans'
kara, SdttvafOy Jay a, Ahirbudhnya, Parawes'vara^
Padma, Is'vara, with perhaps the Varaha, Brahma^
Sanatkumaraf Parama, Padmodhava, Mahendra and
Kanva of nearly equal age. He gives us a most
valuable study of the Ahirbudhnya'samhita, while
deploring that hardly any of these books have yet been
made available for study in modern languages. He
makes no attempt to conceal his dislike of the Narada
Pancaratra, which we have used in our present work,

2. The meaning of the word * PaHcaratraf is under
dispute, several guesses being made by different authors:

On five nights Narayana taught Ananta, Garuda,
Visvakshena, Brahma and Rudra ;

The Pancaratra doctrines blackened, replaced, five
older teachings or teachings later set up against them: